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‘Stoneground Pounds’ Fundraising Campaign Launch
Green’s Windmill Trust have launched their brand-new fundraising
campaign – ‘Stoneground Pounds’. In George Green’s 225th birthday
year we have set ourselves a challenge: to raise £225,000 for the
Trust. This July 14th would have been George’s big day and our annual
summer fete was an ideal occasion for the Sheriff of Nottingham to
unveil the scheme to the public. Though ambitious, our target need not
be a grind (pun intended) and can be reached if 125,000 people donate
just £2, so spreading the word is key to reaching our goal.

Any amount raised will help
secure a future in which we can
continue to inspire the next

generation of scientists, mathematicians, artists and historians. You
can follow our progress and contribute your own £2 (or more if
desired) using the following link: http://tiny.cc/6vcjvy.

The Summer Fete
George Green’s birthday was not the only reason to celebrate
on July 14th. The summer fete was a huge success, with
plenty to see and do for everyone. Nearly 450 visitors were
able to browse a wide variety of stalls spread across the
millyard and Green Flag Award-winning community garden,
tour the windmill and enjoy freshly cooked food from our
barbecue and pizza oven.

Nottingham Trent University lecturer Dr Edward Breeds
and student ambassadors wowed the crowd with ‘physics
busking’, with many visitors commenting that this helped
connect the festivities to Green’s original scientific ideas.
There were also games for children and musical

entertainment from Nottingham’s very own Nicole Bull, who belted out some popular hits. Members of the
Nottingham Guild of Spinners, Weavers and Dyers demonstrated the craft of spinning wool and what can
be made from the yarns.

The Sheriff of Nottingham and Trust chairman
Tom Huggon launch Stoneground Pounds

The Physics Buskers



Not only did we raise £500 for the Green’s Windmill
Trust, we also had another special announcement,
covered in more detail in the next item below.

As always with such a major event, none of this would
have been possible without the help and dedication of
our amazing team of volunteers, a huge thanks to
them all.

Engine Project Launch
As some of you may be aware, Green’s Windmill
Trust have been involved with a project to use a
1950s Ruston Hornsby engine, eventually to run on
recycled chip oil, to power a set of millstones that
currently run on mains power to produce flour on
days when the wind doesn’t blow. The engine has
now been wired to the electric millstones and is
operational. Hilary Silvester of Nottingham Civic

Society unveiled the engine at the Summer Fete. An official opening ceremony for all the donors who have
contributed will take place once the finishing touches have been added, date to be announced soon.

Volunteers Receive
Nottinghamshire Heritage Award
Green’s Windmill Trust volunteers have only gone
and done it again – they’ve received another award.
Along with Miller Andy and Heritage Officer Jamie,
volunteers Sam, Sheila and Nathaniel attended
Nottinghamshire Heritage’s annual awards ceremony
at Clifton Campus, Nottingham Trent University.
They were delighted to receive the ‘Volunteer Power’
award, recognising the efforts of our hugely
passionate, hard-working and dedicated team of
volunteers, without whom the mill would simply not
remain open. Congratulations to the entire team, and
to all the other nominees and winners. If you would
like to join our friendly team and volunteer in a
unique and inspiring setting, please contact us at
info@greensmill.org.uk or call 0115 915 6878 and ask for Heritage Officer Jamie Duff.

Windmill Bikers Raise £571
On 24th June the ‘Windmill Bikers’ successfully
completed Nottingham’s 50-mile Friar Tuck bike ride,
raising a brilliant £571 for Green’s Windmill Trust.
The bikers were volunteers Dave and Robert, Heritage
Officer Jamie and trustee Simon, and they completed the
ride in just over four hours – a sterling effort.

If you have any wacky or wonderful ideas which could
raise funds for the Trust, please let us know.

Spinning in the sunshine (your editor in the hat, far right)

L to R: Sam, Sheila, Jamie, Andy, Nathaniel

Simon, Robert, Jamie and Dave



Picnic at the Windmill
Looking for a great place to picnic this summer? Try Green’s Windmill. The mill has just been included in
i newspaper’s ‘The best picnic spots in Britain’ alongside such places as Loch Lomond in Stirling and
Kynance Cove beach in Cornwall. So, grab your picnic basket and blanket and come on over. You can read
the article here: https://inews.co.uk/inews-lifestyle/travel/best-picnic-spots-britain/

Historic Maps for Sale
Back in the winter Nottingham Civic Society kindly
donated to us a large quantity of historical maps of the
city and county. These reprints are a valuable resource
for students of local history, look good on noticeboards
or walls and make excellent gifts. Maps by Badder &
Peat, Henry Moses Wood and John Speed feature
amongst many others.

The maps have now gone on
sale at the windmill and you
can see them displayed in a
wooden rack hand-crafted by
volunteers Peter and Dave.
The maps are priced at £1
for individual maps, £3 for a
collection of four county
maps and £5 for a collection of eight city maps.

We are very grateful to the Nottingham Civic Society for this generous donation, the latest of many
donations from the Society over the past 40 years or so.

Green’s Windmill: Soil Association Certified
Green’s Windmill Trust had its yearly Soil Association inspection on 28th June and once
again have been certified as organic for another twelve months. Producing our flour to
the highest possible standards is something the Trust prides itself on and working to
organic principles helps achieve this. After an inspection with Andy lasting two hours
they were delighted to renew our Soil Association stamp for another year.

Nottingham Trent University Business School Link
Green’s Windmill Trust have been working closely with the Business School at Nottingham Trent
University to offer a Postgraduate Consultancy Experience Project. Their students were briefed to
research and come up with workable, profitable ideas that the Trust might use to generate additional

Volunteer Dave with Hilary Sylvester (left) of the Nottingham
Civic Society and the Sheriff of Nottingham



income to support its day to day operations.
Their findings have now been presented to
the Trust who will soon be looking to
implement some of their ideas, such as
featuring ‘pop-up’ events, more activities

tailored for adults and working alongside NTU Media Department to
improve their social media and visibility. The Trust would like to say a
huge thanks to Experiential Learning Coordinator Angela Scott and
Associate Professor in Management Wendy Chapple of the
Nottingham Business School, for their enthusiasm in coordinating in
this project.

George Green’s Scientific Papers
We announced earlier this year that we were reprinting all of George
Green’s scientific papers. It took rather a long time as our original
printers went out of business and the new printers had some technical
problems printing the very attractive metallic front covers.

However, we are very pleased to announce the publications have now
arrived at the Mill and are available for you to buy. There are three
volumes; one is the famous 1828 Essay on Electricity and Magnetism
and the other two are all his other papers collected. One hundred
copies of each volume have been printed and they not currently
available anywhere else. They are priced at £10.00 each, or £25.00
for all three, so channel your inner George Green and pick your copies
up today.

The publication of these papers has been made possible through a most generous donation by one of our
supporters.

A Word from Our Miller
Hello again, everyone. Since the busy Easter period things have continued at a good pace. The engine
project is practically complete (thanks to David Bent) and the flour orders have been coming thick and fast.

Unfortunately, the weather and machinery haven’t been on our side. Saturday 28th July was the first good
milling day for two months, meaning there has been a serious shortage of white flour to fulfil the backlog
of orders – and none for our shelves. Prior to that, the flour dresser had a lot of work done patching the
mesh and had been inoperable during those times. But now, thanks to the one good milling day, we’ve been
able to catch up again.

Here’s hoping for a few more windy days!

Meet the Team – Paul Simpson
What’s your hometown and country?
Nottingham, England

What’s your role?
Volunteer tour guide

How long have you been involved?
10 months

What attracted you to contributing at Green’s Mill?
There’s a great team of people here…everyone is really friendly.  I like
the variety of activities, from helping at parties to talking to visitors
about the workings of the mill.  Watching the sails turn is seeing history
in action. It’s a working example of how energy was harnessed from
nature…in this way it links to our current use of ‘green’ energy
generation from wind power.



Where did you first hear about Green’s Mill?
On the internet on a volunteering website.

What’s your favourite memory of the site?
The Christmas carols in the millyard had a wonderful atmosphere and a huge number of visitors.

Which flour is your favourite type, and why?
Oats…the Green’s Mill oats make great porridge.

What would we most often find you baking in your kitchen?
Not baking, but making…porridge

South Notts Amateur Radio Club
Back in the 1980s we first took part in the annual National Mills weekend. As our then miller David Bent
and museum assistant Lawrence Waite were both radio amateurs we were able, with the help of the South
Notts Amateur Radio Club, to set up our own radio station at the mill. With our own call sign GB2 GG
the radio operators made contact with other wind and watermills throughout the country and radio
stations abroad. In this way we could spread the word about the mill and George Green by a medium
which owes its existence in no small part to George’s mathematics.

For many years since then the South Notts Amateur Radio Club has regularly met at the Mill. However,
as they have now moved on to another location we wish them well, thank them for their contribution to
our activities and hope that they might continue to operate radio station GG2 GG.

Community Garden News
As mentioned above, our community garden has
retained its Green Flag status for the quality of
the garden, the opportunities it gives for people
to get involved and the continuing support and
enthusiasm of our volunteer gardeners.

Despite most of the UK shrivelling in the heat,
the gardeners managed to keep the plants alive
and, mostly, thriving.

Our new wildlife pond is looking splendid and,
once we get some rain, the native species planted
around it will form a green backdrop. It’s
amazing how quickly the pond has been

colonised by insects and various other invertebrates as well as frogs. Our garden is part of the much larger
Green’s Gardens allotments which together are an important wildlife refuge in this inner city area. It is
our intention to garden in as ‘green’ a way as possible,
encouraging more wildlife to thrive here.

As ever, we need volunteers so if you like gardening – and
winning awards – come and talk to us.

Some Nottinghamshire Windmills
Whatton-in-the-Vale
(Denny Plowman writes . . .) My first connection with a
windmill happened back in the 1970s as the parents of my
girlfriend du jour owned the derelict windmill at Whatton-
in-the-Vale, near Bingham. And ten years later, there I was,
playing with a working windmill.

It seems that, as is quite common, the brick-built tower
windmill was preceded by a small wooden postmill. This
appears on the OS map of 1824 in the angle of the road to

Whatton tower windmill 1970



Elton (now the A52) and the lane running south to Whatton Manor (OS grid ref 747387). It does not
appear on the OS map of 1906-7 which shows the later tower windmill.

The Stamford Mercury of 1st July 1842 had an advertisement:

To be sold. A good Post Windmill, in excellent going repair, with Round house, containing two floors capable of
storing 100 quarters* of corn, with two new Spring sails driving two pairs of stones and two machines but only
containing one pair, viz. a pair of Grey stones 4ft. 6in. diameter, to be removed as soon as possible. For further
particulars apply to Mr. George Levers on the premises. Watton, near Bingham, Notts.

(*100 quarters = 1¼  tons)

It is interesting that the mill only had the grey (or Derbyshire) stones, used for the coarse milling of
animal feed, and not the French stones required for the fine milling of flour. The seller also required the
mill to be removed from the site. Post mills were often moveable assets; one that once stood on Forest
Road in Nottingham had five locations in its lifetime and became known as Roving Molly.

It seems that the mill had no buyers for the Stamford Mercury of 28 October 1842 advertised it again:

To be sold by auction. A Post mill standing close to the village of Watton, near Bingham, in the county of
Nottingham, with extensive round house of two floors, two patent sails, machinery and gearing complete (except
one pair of French stones) to be removed at the expense of the purchaser. Apply Mr. George Levers at Watton.

Again, it is likely that the mill did not sell for George Levers was still listed as baker and corn miller some
11 years later.

The present five-storey tower windmill was built c.1820. In
1864 one William Walls is noted as the miller. He was
apparently still there 31 years later. There is a rather grim
story attached to this mill. I first heard it from my said
girlfriend’s father (although his story differed in detail from
other accounts). Around 1916 the miller and his son had a
heated argument high up on the fantail of the mill. This
resulted in the old man falling off his death. (did he fall or
was he pushed?) The story as recounted to me involved two
brothers,  rather than father and son, one of them being
gravely injured in the fall and taken to a nearby house. The
other crept into the house that night and finished off his
brother with a knife. As a result, this brother was tried and
hanged and the distress caused the demise of the father soon
after. The photograph (left) shows all three men outside the
mill: apparently within a span of three months all three were
dead*. This tragedy marked the end of the mill’s working
life as it was dismantled soon after, leaving only the brick
tower.

(*If any reader would care to delve into the archives, e.g. at
the Local Studies Library in Nottingham, to reveal the true
details of this story we would be most grateful)

I recall that over twenty years ago the windmill and
adjacent house were sold. The new owners came to Green’s

Mill to talk to us about restoring their mill. We directed them to the millwrights who worked on our mill,
but the restoration never happened (I suspect the likely cost of restoration was somewhat off-putting). You
can see this mill tower on your left as you approach Whatton from Nottingham on the A52.

The miller and his two sons at Whatton Mill.



Windpower drives our new website, thanks to Green
Hosting

Our new website has gone on-line. Tess Eggington explains the how and why

A company that specialises in powering websites by the wind has helped one of Nottingham’s
oldest wind-powered operations to boost its online presence.

Make Hay has created a new website for Green’s Mill and Science Centre and is now hosting the
website on servers that are powered by the wind.

“Wind power has been harnessed for hundreds of years by windmills and we are delighted that the
new website for Green’s Mill and Science Centre is now also being powered by renewable energy
by being hosted on Make Hay’s green, wind-powered servers,” said Vicky Stevens, director of
Make Hay, a Nottingham-based ethical web designer which runs Green Hosting.

“The powering of data centres and cloud computing run on fossil fuels is coming close to rivalling
the aviation industry as a major contributor to global carbon emissions. That is a big deal! Hosting
a website on servers powered by renewable energy is a real way of making sure organisations and
businesses are kinder to the environment.”

“Having been set up in 2006, Green Hosting was one of
the first and is still one of a few truly green web hosting
providers in the UK, and we are proud to host a wide
range of charities, businesses and organisations who are
keen to reduce their carbon footprint,” said Vicky. “It
seems appropriate that Green’s Windmill and Science
Centre, which has harnessed the power of wind for so
long, has a modern website but is also using the wind to
power it.

“We hope the new website will give the fund-raising effort
a real boost and help Green’s Windmill Trust to meet its
target.”

Jamie Duff, heritage development officer at Green’s Windmill and Science Centre, said: “We are
thrilled with our new website from Make Hay and doubly delighted that it is powered by the wind
via Green Hosting. It seems entirely appropriate that a place which has relied so heavily on the
wind for its operation is also making use of the wind in other areas – and maintaining as low a
carbon footprint as possible.”

Please have a look at our new-look website www.greensmill.org.uk

And a great big Thank you to Vicky at Make Hay www.makehay.co.uk

Vicky Stevens of Make Hay showing the new
website to Jamie Duff

www.greensmill.org.uk
www.makehay.co.uk

