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Easter Eggcitement
As is now the norm at Green’s Windmill the Easter holidays kept staff
and volunteers eggstremely busy. People were attracted by the many
eggciting things happening, which included five days of Easter egg
hunting, three baking events, two private baking sessions, one room
hire and one wedding reception. Our friend Cool Science Pete also
offered up his time for free and provided an afternoon of science
wonderment in the millyard. Over 350 children took part in the Easter
egg hunt, while 175 children attended our three baking sessions.
With a packed calendar of events
and activities across the two
weeks it’s no wonder visitor
numbers increased by 29%, to
3185, compared to the same period last year. All this helped
generate almost £4,900 for the charity, a 22% increase over the
same period in 2018. It simply would not have been possible
without our amazing team of volunteers, of course, who
contributed a whopping 260 hours over the holidays. They
helped make 2019’s Easter holidays the most successful Green’s
Windmill Trust has ever had. Thanks everyone!

Gareth
Blows up a Storm
Last year we had ‘The Beast from the East’, this
year we had Storm Gareth. There’s nothing like
a good post-winter storm to turn the sails and
produce a hefty amount of flour before the busy
Easter period, and Storm Gareth provided it in
relentless spades this year. The windmill ran for
an unprecedented nine consecutive days at the
beginning of March, helping millers Andy and
Leigh produce over 1.5 tonnes of flour, enough
to bake , loaves of bread; miller’s heaven!
This also caught the imagination of Danielle
Hall from Notts TV, who visited the mill to run
a feature on the extreme milling conditions. You
can watch the interview by following this link:
https://twitter.com/Notts_TV/status/1106254
265117487106

Reading Challenge kicked off in
Windmill
On 28th January we were delighted to welcome Councillor David
Mellen, Portfolio Holder for Early Intervention and Early Years
at Nottingham City Council, to the mill to kick off his Big
Reading Challenge. The aim of the challenge was to read to
5,000 children in 50 days. This would also raise £5,000 to give
free books to children in the city through the Dolly Parton
Imagination Library. With help from neighbouring Sneinton C
of E Primary School, Cllr Mellen read to his first 28 children as
they gathered on the top floor of George Green’s windmill.
We’re pleased to say he went on to complete his challenge. Great
work, David!

1st Spring Fayre Roaring Success
A Spring Fayre was held at Green’s Windmill for the first
time on 23rd March, attracting over 700 people and
raising £840 for Green’s Windmill Trust. Stalls featured
jams and preserves, nutritional advice, crafts and skin
care. Tours of the windmill with volunteer tour guides
Sam and Andy proved popular, as did the homemade
pizzas baked by our garden volunteers on the pizza oven
– over 50 were cooked in three hours. The money raised
from the event will help keep the mill open and operating.

Late Night Milling at the Mill by Moonlight
On 8th February Green’s Windmill Trust took part in the ever-expanding
Nottingham Light Night programme with an event titled ‘Mill by
Moonlight’. The windmill remained open until 8.30pm, giving visitors
the opportunity to climb the mill after dark and look out over
Nottingham City’s twinkling lights. But they were in for an extra treat as
a stiff southerly breeze meant the windmill was in full swing. Milling in
the dark of night was a first for staff and volunteers, and it gave everyone
an insight into what it might have been like for George Green 200 years
ago. He would of course have been required to operate the mill whenever
it was windy, be that day or night, to ensure his customers had enough

flour to supply bread to the city. In addition to the mill being open late, garden volunteers were also
operating the ever-popular pizza oven, baking 25 pizzas using flour from the windmill. In total 285 visitors
walked through the gates in what has gone down in mill folklore as the epic Mill by Moonlight.

Mill Moon Gazing
Mill by Moonlight wasn’t the only special evening event taking place in February. In association with our
creative friends Outsider Artist Collective, we spent the evening trying to gaze at the Full Snow Moon on
19th February. Unfortunately, heavy cloud cover meant the moon wasn’t visible, but an array of other
activities kept visitors entertained. A moon booth gave people the opportunity to talk about what the
moon meant to them, while the activity room turned into a magnificent art gallery of moon inspired chalk
drawings. Cool Science Pete was on hand providing lunar themed cool
science workshops, and garden volunteers again kindly stayed late to
bake 38 homemade pizzas. In total the event attracted 240 visitors, so
we might run a similar evening in the near future, watch this space….

Painting not too Painstaking
Our volunteers have been
donning the overalls and
picking up the paintbrushes
recently to add a lick of paint
around the place, thanks to
paint provided through the
Community RePaint
Scheme. The scheme aims to
redistribute unwanted paint
from the public to community groups such as ours, for free.
Volunteers have painted the tables and benches in the millyard,
while the disabled toilets (bright white) and gents’ toilets
(pebble) have had a fresh coat of paint, too. Next on the list are
the doors of the science centre and millyard railings, which we
hope to have done ready for the summer.

New Selection of Drinks Arrive at Green’s
Mill
Moccachino? Latte? Double Espresso? We now do them all. We're
excited to announce a new drinks machine has been installed that uses
fresh ingredients, including the finest coffee beans. The machine provides a most substantial range of drinks and will help raise additional
funds for Green’s Windmill Trust. We can now provide tea and flavoured teas, coffee, cappuccino, hot
chocolate and espresschoc. So next time
you’re in the area pop by for your favourite hot beverage and let us know
what you think. Big thanks to volunteer
Lena for being our taste tester.

Student Volunteers Rack up the Hours
With a variety of roles on offer at Green’s Windmill it makes the ideal place
for students to gain experience. Fourteen students from Nottingham Trent
University, University of Nottingham, the Madrelingua Italian Language
School and the Kassel Boarding School in Germany have carried out placements or internships throughout the first four months of 2019, contributing
mammoth 910.5 hours. The students are required to contribute anything
between 30 hours and 30 days depending on course requirements, and they

a

have to put up with Andy, Jamie and Leigh on a daily basis. As volunteers are the cornerstone of our charity, schemes like these are invaluable to help keep the mill open and operating. Green’s Windmill Trust
would like to say a huge thanks to all the organisations, placement leaders and most importantly of all the
students who have made it all possible.

BBC Radio Nottingham’s Big Day Out
Once again Green’s Windmill Trust was delighted to take part in BBC Radio
Nottingham’s Big Day Out on 28th April. The Big Day Out encourages museums across Nottinghamshire to open for free, and as a free entry site Green’s
Windmill is always included. The neighbouring William Booth Birthplace Museum took part too, offering visitors two fantastic reasons to visit Sneinton. We
had 230 visitors to the windmill on the day, around a third more than an average Sunday. Well done to
BBC presenter Andy Whittaker and the team for organising such a great event.

Meet the Team
Michael Gathercole
What’s your hometown and country?
Nottingham, England. I also have relatives in Germany and I enjoy
going on holiday there.
What’s your role?
I am a Jack of all trades, really – if you are looking for me, you are
most likely to find me in the windmill.
How long have you been involved?
For about three months.
What attracts you to contributing at Green’s Mill?
I have a Maths and Science background, and am fascinated by George
Green’s theories on light, electricity and magnetism which can be
discovered in the Interactive Science Centre. Volunteering at Green’s
Mill is not only really interesting but has also enabled me to gain new
transferable skills and improve my confidence.
Where did you first hear about Green’s Mill?
I remember visiting Green’s Mill with my family when I was a young
boy and seeing the mill working.
What’s your favourite memory of the site?
Climbing up to the top floor of the windmill and looking at the commanding view of the whole of
Nottingham.
Which flour is your favourite type, and why?
The wholemeal flour is my favourite and I have recently learnt how to make homemade freshly baked
bread using our bread maker.
What would we most often find you baking in your kitchen?
I love making pizza with different toppings, which always include lots of
mozzarella cheese.

From Our Miller
Hello to all, Trainee Miller Leigh here. Well, what great success we have
had with the Easter egg hunt and storm Gareth. Firstly storm Gareth; the
mill was working everyday during this storm and was great for the
visitors to see us rushed off our feet and even Jamie had to lend a hand,
that’s how busy we were. Having said that, producing 1.5 tonnes of flour

was amazing. It was a great learning curve for me. Secondly the Easter egg hunt was a great laugh and
many people had fun, myself included. I would also like to say thank you to everyone who helped us during
this busy spell.

Coming Events
National Mill Weekend – 11th & 12th May, 10am-4pm each day, £free
Salt Dough Modelling – 25th May, 11am-2pm, £3 per child
Mini Pizza Baking – 30th May, 10.15am – 2.30pm, £5 per child
Biscuit Baking – 1st June, 10.15am – 2.30pm, £4 per child
Ghost Teas at Green’s Windmill – 6th June, 7pm-9pm, £12
Windmill Tour Fundraiser – 8th & 9th June, 10am-3pm each day, £3 adults, £2 children
Father’s Day Biscuits – 15th June, 11am-1pm, £4 per child
Children’s Bread Baking – 29th June, 10.15am – 2.30pm, £4 per child
Summer Fete in the Millyard – 13th July, 11am-3pm, £freeFrom

the Archives
Green’s Mill sometime after about
1865. In the foreground is
Meadow Lane and beyond that
the houses at Sneinton
Hermitage. The windmill no
longer has its sails or the
fantail.To the right of the mill are
the chimneys and the roof of the
miller’s cottage and to the left
Belvoir Terrace (since
demolished)

A view of the allotment behind the
mill in 2014 as our lovely volunteers
started its transformation into the
award-winning Community Garden
that is there today

Second Time Lucky?
Green’s Windmill Trust are delighted to be once again shortlisted for a 2019
Charity Governance Award. We’re in the running for the ‘Improving Impact
– Charities with 0-3 Paid Staff’ award and the prize of a £5,000 grant.The
Trust joins a shortlist of 21 charities representing a diverse range of
activities such as mental health care, family support, disability sports,
heritage conservation and the arts.
The winners will be announced at the official awards reception at the
Clothworkers’ Hall in London on 22nd May 2019. For more details see
www.charitygovernanceawards.co.uk or follow the awards on Twitter via @CharityGovAwards or
#charitygov19.

On-line Giving
A reminder to our supporters who donate to us on-line. The MyDonate scheme, administered by BT, is
closing at the end of June. These donations come to us anonymously so we can’t contact you - or thank you
- in person.
In a world where more and more people and organisations are having to rely on the generosity of donors, the
Green’s Windmill Trust are grateful for all contributions, however small (or large). We have to raise nearly
£1,000 a week to keep the sails turning, no mean task for our small band of trustees, staff and volunteers.
If you would care to continue to support us there are alternative ways such as
JustGiving

www.justgiving.com/greenswindmilltrust

CharitableGiving

URL: www.charitablegiving.co.uk/ (useful for paying via your payroll)

Our Publications
Green’s Windmill has a remarkable story to tell, from being the largest and most up-to-date windmill in
Nottingham, though abandonment, fire and resurrection to the magnificent mill that you see today. If you
would like to discover more about the mill - and how it all works - the our booklet ‘Green’s Mill - Its
History and Working’ has it all.
More interested in the life and work of George Green? Another
fascinating story is in his biography ‘George Green: Miller and
Mathematician’.
And what did Green actually do in his lifetime? The answers are in our
reprints of all his publiched scientific papers on electricity, magnetism,
wave motion, light and vibrations.
Finally, we have an entertaining account of
Green’s life and work in cartoon form for
children (and, actually, it’s OK for grownups, too) in ‘George Green - Who Was
Very Good at Sums’
All these are avaiable in our shop at the
Mill or can be ordered by contacting the
Mill on 0115 9156878 or email
info@greensmill.org.uk

