GREEN'S WINDMILL TRUST
Graes NEWSLETTER 40

Windmill
Trust May 2024

First Step Toward Mill Repairs

[t's our pleasure to announce A£685,000 has been secured to
carry out the repairs required to bring Green's Windmill back
up to full working order. As many of you may know, the
windmill sails were removed in late 2022 for safety reasons as
time had taken its toll on the building. Led by Nottingham City
Council who own the building, work has been going on behind
the scenes applying for this grant to the Arts Council’'s MEND
tund (Museum Estate and Development fund). Please follow this
link for all the details:

www.mynottinghamnews.co.uk/nottingham-city-councils-
reens-windmill-science-centre-receives-major-grant-from-museum-estate-and-development-fund-mend
-to-restore-to-full-working-order

This grant is not the full amount required for the repairs and the Trust will be looking for further grants
to enable the work to be completed. However, all of us at the Mill are delighted by this news and we look
forward to announcing the programme of works in due course. Remember, despite the lack of sails, we
remain open as usual. You can visit Wed-Sun, 10am-4pm. Entry is free. The site remains available for
school visits, birthday parties etc whilst still running a full programme of" public events.

More Trouble at Mill

While we are preparing for the mill repairs to take place, our enthusiasm has
been somewhat tempered by our electric mill breaking down. After being
pushed to its limits during the Covid-19 pandemic to meet the demand for flour
and then once the windmill sails were removed meaning it was our only source
of production. Heidi (as the mill is known to us) has finally cried ‘enough’.
Despite replacing both the worn pressure and pendulum bearings at a cost of
£280 the equipment is still not functioning correctly, which will require further
investigation. This is likely to include lifting the runner stone and dismantling
of the machine. While these works take place it will mean we cannot produce
any flour. While this is hugely disappointing, we are not letting our loyal base
of customers down as we will be selling stoneground organic flour from

Shipton Mill. www.shipton-mill.com

Heidi, our electric millstones ~ Please keep an eye on our website for further details. www.greensmill.org.uk

Easter Holidays

It was another busy Easter holiday for staft and volunteers as 2,000 people visited
over 13 days. The most popular days were over the Easter Weekend when 280
children took part in the Easter egg hunt with 27 eggs hidden around the Science
Centre, Community Garden, windmill and the millyard. The children particularly
liked the ‘roaming egg’ which was fixed to the back of trainee miller Leigh.

Our baking events were very popular as all four sold out with 60 children taking
part in each one. Over £4,000 was raised over the two weeks which will help the
mill remain open (it not actually operating at the moment). We'd like to say a
huge thanks to all the volunteers who helped prepare for the events and all those
who were present onsite throughout this busy period as we couldn’t have done it
without them.
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A Visit from our local MP

On 23" March we welcomed our local MP Nadia Whittome to
Green’s Windmill as part of an organised visit with local tourism
board Visit Nottinghamshire who were promoting English
Tourism Week. Tourism brings £2 billion a year to the Notts
economy, with Green’s Windmill contributing £760,344 of that
as recently calculated by the Association of Independent
Museums.

Nadia spent two hours at the Mill having a guided tour with
Heritage Development Officer Jamie and then chatting to
volunteers and trustees. She also kindly pledged her support for
the Mill should we ever need her assistance.

Members Events

The first two events for Green’s Windmill Trust members have
taken place since the last newsletter. A ‘meet and greet’ tea and
cake session took place on 2374 March so our first 36 members Nadia Whittome (r) with Trust chair Tom
could get to know one another. There was also the opportunity to Huggon and secretary Sara Stewart
discuss further events and what members would like to do. Some

suggestions were a guided walk around the local area, a tour of the Council House, and a visit to another
mill.

Then on 34 May our second event was an exclusive out
jj of hours tour of the windmill. Tour guide Sam

i{ explained the function of the mill and gave an overview
N of the life of mathematical physicist and miller George
Green. Afterwards members mingled while enjoying a
small buffet and hot refreshments.

Annual membership to Green's

: : Windmill Trust is £30 (or life
membershlp is £300) and there are several member benefits. If you're interested in
joining us and supporting our work please click this link
https://webcollect.org.uk/greensmill, scan the QR code or visit our website for more
information. The next members event will be the annual AGM (date tbc) which will
feature a buftet and quiz. X

Community Garden

[t's the time of year when the Community
Garden really begins to flourish. And thanks to
the hard work of our volunteer gardeners this
year is no different. Flowers such as forget-me-
not are abloom and crops including leeks,
onions and garlic are already being harvested. oY » ; ol Lo
The wheat and spelt grains planted last October are really growing, too. Seeds of kale, chard and carrots
amongst others have been sown while chilli and tomato plants have germinated.

Since the post of Garden Coordinator ceased at the end of last summer due to funding coming to an end,
the volunteers have seamlessly taken over the coordination of crop rotation, planting and organising of
weekly activities. They have been supported in their work by windmill staff who have assisted with
general maintenance and tidying of areas such as clearing out the pond and cleaning the greenhouse
windows. Looking after such a big plot is no easy task, yet the team have done so with passion, dedication
and enthusiasm.

As an extension to the heritage of the mill, the garden continues to be an inspiring and dynamic outdoor
asset providing a vital relaxing and tranquil green space in an urban environment. Please do visit the
garden during your next visit, you will not be disappointed. Like the mill, the garden is open Wednesday
to Sunday 10am-4pm and entry is free.


https://webcollect.org.uk/greensmill?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2p6sE7BOqDZv0VkBwluzuhgV_mNg9Et7W9kb_t2op2YiXV685SbBwVhxE_aem_ASgF8hUAKdaHchzckhuiaAA1U-L9XWf5ABPscfIYjakXdV6p3EiOKmaBsYQn2dG7c5Vh9QO4ejj5WfcHEmDJhmDC

¢> Places  Funding News

N\ for People Our fundraising subcommittee has been working hard behind the scenes applying for
more grants to help support our work and ensure the mill continues to stay open for
the enjoyment of all. We are grateful to the following organisations for their
donations;

The Thomas Farr Charity

SWEETS OF SOUTHWELL LTD

Tt S ot o o Places for People Property management company
£1,000 to fund our three big community events in 2024; the Summer Fete, Autumn
Fair and Carols in the millyard.
The Thomas Farr Trust
£4000 to support the remainder of our events programme for the year.
Sweets of Southwell
The sweet shop, managed by our former miller John Bellingham, has been running a
countertop collection box and their customers have kindly donated £212 for the mill.
The Jessie Spencer Trust
£1,000 to subsidise school children eligible for the pupil premium who visit as part of an educational
session.
ASDA
£700 as part of their ‘Empowering Local Communities’ scheme which we’ll put towards renewing and
upgrading the equipment used in the baking activities. This will futureproot the income we make through
running these popular sessions.

Group Visit from France

On 10t April we hosted a very special group visit

- when 47 students from Louis Armand Middle

- School in Cruseilles, Southeastern France, came for
tours of the windmill as part of a four-day excursion
to England. After a welcome talk from trainee miller
Leigh they were split up into three groups with
Leigh taking one group at a time up the windmill.
He was ably assisted by our French volunteer Eddy
who was on hand to liaise with the organisers and
act as interpreter.

We welcome group visits of all sizes to the mill for
R tours which last approximately 50 minutes. Tours
are priced at £3 per person. If you'd like to learn
more about the history of the windmill and how it
| all works, please get in touch. Tour fees all help to
keep the site open and operating.

Sneinton Festival & Picnic in the Park

Led by local resident Kathryn Cooper, Sneinton Festival will return later
this year in and around the local area with the main event taking place on
Saturday 13 July. Unfortunately, we could not host the event as we did
last year due to funding shortages and the mill repairs. However, Green’s
Windmill will play a part in the festival. On Sunday 14 July members of S n € n?@ n
the local community are invited to bring along a picnic and enjoy food,

friendship and fun together at the foot of the windmill. There will be

musical entertainment, children’s games and a tombola and Lucky Dip.

Keep an eye on our website and Facebook page for the full details which

will be released soon.



Meet the Team — Jordan Bevitt

What’s your hometown and country?

Nottingham, England

What'’s your role?

Volunteer gardener

How long have you been involved?

Since June 2018

What attracts you to contributing at Green’s Mill?
Being outside for even 90 minutes in the garden helps my
autism

Where did you first hear about Green’s Mill? i e
When I was looking for work, the people at Nottingham Jordan (far left) with his fellow gardeners
City Voluntary Service suggested volunteering at the mill

to gain experience

What’s your favourite memory of the site?

The social side of the mill, particularly the volunteer gatherings, and especially the pizza nights.
Which flour is your favourite type, and why?

When it comes to the flour I tend to use rice flour, but it’s a shame I can’t get that at the windmill.
What would we most often find you baking in your kitchen?

[ don’t really bake, I usually leave that to my mum who is an excellent baker.

A Spinning and Weaving Day

Saturday 15 June

Bt bo— On 15 June the Nottingham Guild of
|| Weavers, Spinners and Dyers will be
| demonstrating their crafts at the Mill.
Their members — who include your
Trust’s treasurer — are always keen to
share their knowledge and to encourage [
people to take up these rewarding and
creative crafts. If this is something you
would like to do (or just want to see how
it is done) then try your hand at spinning on a spindle or a wheel or see
the wondertul variety of designs and techniques that you could achieve.
For more information on the Nottingham guild see www.wsdnotts.co.uk

One from the Archives

Looking down the millyard towards Mill House around 1978 when
the George Green Memorial Fund presented the City Council with
the derelict windmill and restoration began.

Green’s Mill and Science Centre
Windmill Lane

Sneinton

Nottingham

NG2 4QB

01159156878

www.greensmill.org.uk
greens.mill@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/greenswindmill

Car park: on Windmill Lane WTW tested snaps seat

Parking is free for the first two hour and payment thereafter with the Ringo
app
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